Unusual tumors of the appendix and pseudomyxoma peritonei.
This report covers hyperplastic and neoplastic lesions of the human vermiform appendix that, although unusual, are likely to be encountered by general surgical pathologists. Topics include epithelial neoplasms, hyperplastic polyps, diffuse epithelial hyperplasia, pseudomyxoma peritonei, goblet cell and tubular carcinoid tumors, neuroma, and neurogenous hyperplasia. We discuss recent advances in the prognosis and management of appendiceal carcinoma, current controversies regarding the relationship between ovarian and appendiceal epithelial neoplasms, the concept of the mucinous tumor of uncertain malignant potential (UMP), and practical aspects of reporting pseudomyxoma peritonei. Classical carcinoid tumors are beyond the scope of this article, and primary neoplasms that are so rare they occur in the literature only as isolated case reports are not covered.